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Trenton Ellis 

 
 

Shamen Radcliff 

 
 

Graduate Fellow  
Trenton Ellis is from Memphis, Tennessee and received his Bachelor’s in Environmental 
Earth Science and Drama from Washington University in St. Louis. He recently served as a 
college adviser with the Washington University College Advising Corps where he worked 
to provided college access to students at Hazelwood East High School. He is now working 
toward his Master’s in Social Work at the Brown School where he plans to gain the skills 
to address and disrupt educational inequity. Trenton loves traveling, cooking, binge-
watching television, a good meme, listening to music, tea, and naps. He is very excited to 
be joining the College Prep Program as a Graduate Fellow to work with the amazing high 
school students in the program! 
 
Graduate Fellow  
Shamen is from Rochester, New York and graduated from the University of Rochester with 
a Bachelor of Arts in History. He attends the Brown School, where he is pursuing a Masters 
of Social Work with a concentration in Health and General Practice. After graduating from 
the University of Rochester, he became a City Year AmeriCorps member and had the 
pleasure of doing a year of service to combat the national high school dropout rate in 
Boston, Massachusetts. Following his year of service with City Year Boston, he graduated 
from Clark University with a Master of Arts in Community Development and Planning with 
a focus in Social Economic Development. Shamen worked as a Community Engagement 
Specialist at the Ibero-American Development Corporation after receiving his master’s 
degree. As a first generation college graduate and TRIO Upward Bound alumnus, he is 
thrilled to have the opportunity to help high school students in St. Louis on their pursuit 
of higher education with the College Prep team.   
 

Juan Manuel 
Ramirez-Velazquez 

 
 

Graduate Fellow 
Juan is currently a first year Ph.D. student in Hispanic Studies at Washington University. 
His areas of interest include 16th and 17th century colonial narrative and cultural studies 
in Latin America. He holds a B.A. in Spanish and a B.B.A in Marketing for SW Oklahoma 
State University. During his time in Western Oklahoma, Juan helped as an ESL instructor 
for Western Oklahoma Literacy Coalition. He also received an M.A. in Hispanic Literature 
from the Department of Spanish and Portuguese at the University of New Mexico. During 
his time in New Mexico, he discovered the joy of teaching and became passionate about it. 
He had the opportunity to teach Spanish Language and Culture in different environments 
and institutions and in different levels. These new realities positioned Juan on a place 
where he wanted to continue to grow himself into Academia and become a Professor of 
Spanish in the years to come. Juan is very excited about working as a Graduate Fellow for 
the College Prep Program at WashU because he likes learning from students. He would 
like to help students reaching the needs of the higher education they deserve. In his free 
time, Juan enjoys reading all kinds of literature and listening to music. 
 



Dy’Nelle Todman 

 
 

Graduate Fellow 
Dy’Nelle is from the U.S. Virgin Islands but was raised in Georgia. She attend Rhodes 
College in Memphis, TN where she received a Bachelor of Arts in Economics/Commerce 
and Business, as well as Urban Studies. After graduating, Dy’Nelle joined Teach For 
America as a Secondary Math Teacher for the Oklahoma City Public School District. 
Currently, Dy’Nelle is pursuing a Masters of Social Work with a concentration in Children, 
Youth & Families at the Brown School. She is passionate about youth and community 
development through social and juvenile justice, economic justice, youth empowerment 
and education. She looks forward to continuing her work with youth in her new role in the 
College Prep Program. 
 
 
 
 

Sierra Watson

 

Graduate Fellow 
Sierra is pursuing a Masters of Art in Education and Masters of Social Work from 
Washington University. Her previous work as a substitute teacher exposed her to the 
many problems urban youth in St. Louis experience. Upon graduation, Sierra seeks to 
obtain a school leadership position that focuses on bridging educational achievement gaps 
for minority students. She was born and raised in North St. Louis City, where she currently 
resides to this day. Her professional and volunteer work includes serving youth in schools, 
detention centers, residential programs, and urban ministries. She enjoys reading, 
mentoring, cooking, D.I.Y projects and a great Netflix movie. She is looking forward to 
serving the scholars this summer as a Graduate Fellow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PROGRAM ASSISTANTS 
 

 
Jailyn Bunton 

 
 

 
Program Assistant 
Jailyn is a rising senior at Washington University from the south side of Chicago. She is on 
a pre-law tract majoring in Sociology and double minoring in African & African American 
studies and Chinese Language & Literature. When she isn’t deep into her studies, she’s 
usually binge watching Criminal Minds on Netflix or spending time with her friends. She’s 
very excited for what the summer has in store for both herself and the College Prep 
Program scholars! 

Camryn Cogshell 

 
 

Program Assistant 
Camryn is a rising Sophomore at Wash U and a St. Louis native from Florissant. She is 
majoring in Communication Design in the Sam Fox School of Design and Visual Arts. She 
loves learning new things and is in the constant pursuit of how to D-I-Y everything. Over 
spring break she learned book binding; this summer she is anticipating what she can teach 
and learn from the Scholars. Through experiencing a fun first year of college she is excited 
to share all the lessons and tips she’s learned to the College Prep Program Scholars this 
summer! 

 
Clayton Covington 

 
 
 

 
Program Assistant 
Hailing from the Kansas City suburb of Overland Park, KS, Clayton is a rising senior at 
Washington University majoring in International and Area Studies. This is Clayton's 
second year working with WUCPP, and he is most looking forward to welcoming the 
incoming cohort and building on his relationships with the older cohorts. Having 
witnessed the amazing work of College Prep, Clayton hopes that the scholars are just as 
excited as he is!  
 
 
 
 

KC Diaz 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Program Assistant 
KC is from Houston, Texas and is currently a junior undergraduate student studying 
Cognitive Neuroscience and Japanese Language and Culture. She is heavily involved in 
campus organizations that advocate for the academic and social success of under-
represented students at WashU such as the TRiO program and Deneb STARS program. She 
loves writing and helping others find their passion for writing by working as a peer tutor 
at Wash U's Writing Center and Editor-in-Chief for WashU's Frontiers Health Review 
magazine. For fun KC enjoys writing Chinese and Japanese calligraphy, volunteering at 
Stray Rescue of St. Louis and Clowderhouse, and meeting new people every day. She had 
a blast being a part of the College Prep team the summer of 2018 and is excited to be able 
to return to the program and have an enriching experience for the second time! 
 
 



Kayla Harley 

 
 

Program Assistant 
Kayla hails from the wonderful Upper Marlboro, MD (20 minutes outside of DC). She is an 
African and African-American Studies Major and is on the pre-Medicine tract. Kayla loves 
to read, dance and throw metal objects (i.e. Track & Field). She also loves that she is once 
again apart of College Prep Program and cannot wait to begin another summer! 

Kyle Kaletka 

 
 

Program Assistant 
Kyle, born and raised in St. Louis, is a rising senior at WashU. He intends to major in 
Environmental Biology and minor in Anthropology so he can pursue his interests in 
science, medicine, and the environment. In addition to working with the College Prep 
Program (for his third year now), he will also be applying to medical school this summer. 
He hopes that all of the scholars are eager to learn, and have some fun, from all of the 
wonderful opportunities that College Prep will provide this summer!  

Michael Lee 

 
 

Program Assistant 
Michael is from San Diego, and is a rising senior majoring in East Asian Studies and 
minoring in Korean Language and culture. In his free time, he enjoys cooking and rock 
climbing. On campus, he is a resident adviser for first-year students, a member of AMC 
(Asian Multicultural Council), and a performer for the annual LNYF (Lunar New Year 
Festival) as a member of the Chinese Yoyo team. He is excited to return for his second year 
as a program assistant, and can’t wait for summer academy! 

Bryan Okelo 

 
 

Program Assistant 
Bryan Okelo is a rising senior from Nashville, TN majoring in Anthropology on the Global 
Health & Environment track. He's also pursuing a certificate in Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS). Bryan is editor-in-chief of Colour Magazine, a student-run fashion/lifestyle 
magazine that highlights people of color, a member of Alpha Kappa Psi professional 
fraternity, and a tenor in Visions Gospel Choir, and an avid thrift-shopper. Bryan is 
interested in a career in public health and is set on getting his doctorate of public health 
(DrPH) after taking a gap year. 

 
Jaiece Rivers 

 
 

 
Program Assistant 
Jaliece is a St. Louis native and a rising sophomore at Washington University. She is a 
College Prep alumna scholar with an intended major in marketing and an intended minor 
in French. Aside from being a part of three organizations in the business school, Jaliece 
enjoys writing, and has recently finished her first short story! She is excited to be a new 
program assistant for the College Prep Program and can’t wait to see what this summer 
has in store! 

 
 

Natalia Rodriguez  

 
 

 
 
Program Assistant 
Natalia is a rising sophomore from Miami, FL double majoring in Finance and Educational 
Studies. Aside from her work with College Prep, she is an Olin Peer Ambassador, Strive for 
College Mentor, and Each One Teach One Tutor. She loves being an active member of the 
WashU community but is looking to learn more about St. Louis. Her career goal is to open 
a school for girls with her older sister Angeli.  



Meris Saric 

 
 
 

 

Program Assistant 
Meris is a rising Sophomore and a former WUCPP College Prep Scholar who is planning 
double majoring in Political Science and International Area Studies. As a program 
assistant, Meris is committed to making sure every scholar is accepted and working 
towards their dreams. With his free time Meris enjoys listening to music and embracing 
the great outdoors.  
 
 

 

Tabitha Smith 

 
 

Program Assistant 
Tabitha is from St. Louis, MO and a rising sophomore. She is undecided, but considering 
majoring in Cognitive Neuroscience. In College Prep she is a part of cohort one and works 
as the office assistant. Tabitha is also very excited for summer academy and the 
experiences that are to come. 
 

 

ZeCora Smith 

 
 
 
 

Program Assistant 
ZeCora was born and raised in South St. Louis, she is a rising senior. She is a student in the 
Sam Fox School of Art and Design with a double major in African and African American 
Studies. She is the Publicity Chair for the Association of Black Students on campus and 
enjoys visually documenting everything. When you see her she probably has her camera 
attached to her hand. ZeCora enjoys all things fashion, food, and film. She is returning to 
the college prep program for a third year because the scholars won’t let her leave. (just 
kidding) She is truly honored, and excited to be back and ready to make some new fun 
memories with the scholars. 
 
 

Cienna Townson 

 
 

Program Assistant 
Cienna is a rising sophomore at Washington University from Lawrenceville, GA. She is 
officially undecided, but holds interests in Linguistics and Anthropology. Her favorite 
thing about college is Saturday brunch at the Village with friends and exploring new 
interests, inside and outside of the classroom. Cienna can't wait for College Prep and is 
especially excited to spend time getting to know the different cohorts. 

 
 

Katelyn Watts 

 
 

 
 
Program Assistant 
Katelyn is from Louisiana, Missouri. She is currently attending Central Methodist 
University and is majoring in Elementary Education. She is involved in Kappa Beta Gamma 
international sorority, Student Government Association, National Society for Leadership 
and Success, and is the mascot at Central Methodist.  
 



Courtney Williams 

 
 

Program Assistant 
Courtney Williams is a rising senior at WashU and hails from the great state of Texas. She 
is currently majoring in biology and minoring in Arabic studies and sociology, with a pre-
dental focus. Though she’s not ready to begin the last year of college, she is very excited to 
work as a Program Assistant this summer. She looks forward to meeting and working with 
the scholars soon!  
 

Chyna Wright 

 
 

Program Assistant 
Chyna is from Evanston, Illinois, a suburb north of Chicago. What she loves most about 
Washington University is being a tutor for Each One Teach One tutoring initiative. As a 
rising sophomore, she will be a part of the Leadership Team for EOTO at Hawthorn 
Leadership School for Girls here in St. Louis. Chyna is double majoring in Educational 
Studies and Global Health and Environment and is excited to see where life takes her. She 
is ready to see what this summer has in store for the College Prep Scholars and is thrilled 
to start making a ton of memories with all of them! 

  

 

 


